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Goals 
One million workers up-skilled, 
£455bn added to the economy 
and a 25% productivity boost 
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Goals and recommendations 
Made Smarter aims to improve productivity through faster 
adoption of digital in the UK manufacturing sector
PURPOSE
To steer the UK into a digital future by proposing a set of recommendations for the 
British Government and industry that will boost manufacturing through the 
application of leading digital technologies

RECOMENDATIONS: 
1. Create a much more visible and effective digital ecosystem to accelerate the 

innovation and diffusion of Industrial Digital Technologies (IDTs)
2. Up skill a million industrial workers to enable digital technologies to be 

successfully exploited 

3. Inspire the UK’s next industrial revolution with stronger leadership and 
branding of the country’s ambition to be a global pioneer in IDTs

4. Address the key barriers preventing adoption of IDTs

WHY NOW 
1. Manufacturing is vital to the UK. The sector employs 2.6m people, contributes 

70% of business R&D making the UK the 8th biggest maker in the world
2. We are the only country in the western world without a plan for the fourth 

industrial revolution 
3. As of 2016 manufacturing is worth £168bn and contributed 50% of UK exports.

Implementing Made Smarter could add £455bn to the economy over ten years.

STRATEGIC GOALS
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Scope of the review
Technology scope and industry scope

The review considers a broad spectrum of IDTs and a wide 
view of industrial sectors covering low, medium and high-tech 
manufacturing and construction. For ease of analysis the IDTs 
considered have been grouped into the following families:

• Artificial intelligence, machine learning and data analytics,

• Additive manufacturing,

• Robotics and automation,

• Virtual reality and augmented reality,

• The Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT)



Industry support
Who backs Made Smarter? 
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Industry support 
Over 200 organisations got behind the review. 

UK Industrial Strategy 

The Government published a Green Paper in January 2017
setting out its vision for a new Industrial Strategy for the UK.
The aim is to improve living standards and economic growth
by increasing productivity. The paper invited proposals from
industry groups for approaches to address low UK
productivity, with a view to some of these becoming
Government-supported ‘sector deals’.

UK Industrial 
Strategy Green 

Paper 
January 2017
(130pp; Link)

Made Smarter was developed in consultation with representatives from
over 200 organisations involved in UK manufacturing, including SMEs,
large enterprises, start-ups, academics and industry bodies.



Who will benefit? 
What sectors will be boosted? 
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Huge UK growth 
potential 
The potential size of the prize is huge

• Industrial Digital Technologies (IDTs) offer the
promise of recapturing the UK’s industrial spirit
as a nation of ‘creators and makers’

• £455 billion positive impact for UK
manufacturing of faster innovation and
adoption of IDTs over 10 years

• Net gain of 175,000 jobs across the economy

• More than 25% industrial productivity gain by
2025

• Reduce carbon emissions by 4.5%
Estimated value for industries not directly studied:  Highest growth rate 
(Aerospace, 21%) applied to the 62% of UK manufacturing GVA not studied, 
giving £270bn extra value at stake. Value at stake for UK manufacturing: 
our studied industries total (£185bn) + remaining industries total (£270bn) = 
£455bn 



What is at stake? 
Creating 175,000 jobs
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Digitalisation and job growth



Creating a digital ecosystem 
Accelerating innovation
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Creating a digital ecosystem 

Strategic Outcomes 



Up skilling one million workers
Digital skills for 2030
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Up skilling one million workers

Strategic Outcomes 



Leadership and brand
Made Smarter UK
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Leadership and brand identity

Strategic Outcomes 



Overcoming the barriers 
Stimulating adoption
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Stimulating adoption

Strategic Outcomes 



QUESTIONS
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